THOSE TO SERVE
October 11

Sunday Morning

ANNOUNCEMENTS

SONG LEADER

OPENING PRAYER Tom Grady

COMMUNION BLESSING  Daryl Ward

LORD’S TABLE  Mike Mitchell, Charlie Leverrett
Colton Mitchell, Tyler Horton

Wayne Ables
Mike McMahan

SCRIPTURE READER RC Edmondson
CLOSING PRAYER Michael Wright
Sunday Evening
SONG LEADER Bo Wright
OPENING PRAYER Billy Mac Newton
CLOSING PRAYER Charles Buck
Wednesday, October 14
SCRIPTURE READING Colton Mitchell
INVITATION Daryl Ward

THOSE TO SERVE

October 18

Sunday Morning
ANNOUNCEMENTS Elam Miles
SONG LEADER Chris Biehl
OPENING PRAYER Tom Grady
COMMUNION BLESSING  Dayton House

LORD’S TABLE Daryl Ward, Mike McMahan

James Miller, Rodney Duus

SCRIPTURE READER Mike Mitchell
CLOSING PRAYER J.W. Melton
Sunday Evening

SONG LEADER Chris Biehl
OPENING PRAYER W.D. Henry
CLOSING PRAYER James Spruell

Wednesday, October 21

SONG LEADER
OPENING PRAYER

Chris Biehl
Mike McMahan

Calendar of Events

Radio Ministry on FM 96.9 KXYL Sunday mornings at
8:30.

Aubrey Rogers concludes his series from Matthew’s
gospel tonight at 6:00.

October 11—Elders and deacons meeting after evening
service.

October 18-21—Fall Meeting with Brother Tom Smith
of Parma, ID.

October 18—Birthday and Anniversary Potluck after
morning services

October 20th—Me n’ s B ringha heW anrext at
6:30am. Scott Perry, Mike Mitchell, Fred Kramer and
Jim Hays will be cooking.

October 23rd—S5th Quarter After-Game
Fellowship following the Valley Mills game.

October 31st—The Annual 65 and Over Fall Fest!
More details soon!

Nursing Home Ministry each Wednesday. Hillview
Manor at 10:00am and GSHC at 2:00pm.

NEEDED

College student names and addresses for college exam
boxes. Give them to Jackie Kramer or e-mail them to
kramer3401(@verizon.net , so a count can be made on
how many will be needed for December. Thank you!

3rd Annual Ladies Fall Brunch

¥ October 24th at 10:00 am. Robin Marrs of
the Round Rock church of Christ is the guest
} speaker. The themeisi Mi ght y t

| There is a sign-up sheet in the back. Please

~ RSVP if you’re coming and also if you’d
like to bring food. If you’re bringing a guest, please put
€G+ 13’.

MEN TO SERVE THE SHUT-INS
October 11 Jimmy Horton
October 18 Charles Buck

If you have any information to be published in the bulle-
tin, please submit it to Deborah Hays.

Church office: 325-648-2443
Cell phone: 325-451-0636
or

Sa\y

CHURCH OF CHRIST
1310 Reynolds Street
PO Box 443
Goldthwaite, Texas 76844
(325)648-2443

www.goldcoc.org

SCHEDULE OF SERVICES
OUR ELDERS OUR DEACONS Sunday: Bible Classes 10:00am
Elam Miles Wayne Ables Fred Kramer Morning Worship ~ 10:50am
Daryl Ward Charles Buck Jimmy Horton Evening Worship 6:00pm
Mike McMahan  Charles Parker Chris Biehl Wednesday: Mid-week services 7:00pm
Tom Grady James Spruell Singing Night 1st Wednesday of each month
OUR MINISTER  Jim Hays

October 11, 2009

THROW-AWAY SAYINGS

We have several “sayings” we give to folks who are facing hardship and troubles. The truth behind
these sayings is powerful and comforting. Yet, we frequently use them when we don't know what
else to say. We don't intend for them to be “throwaway” slogans, but they can become that if we use
them indiscriminately.

"I'll be prayin’ for you!"

Few things are more important than prayer for someone who is hurting. Yet this statement can feel
like a throwaway slogan when the wounded friend doesn't know for sure that we are actually pray-
ing for them and doesn't know what it is we are praying for them. To keep this from simply being a
throwaway slogan, we can actually place our hand on our friend and pray for them. Pray that the
Holy Spirit will bring comfort and strength to them as we ask God to be with them during their time
of sorrow, pain, or grief. We can also let them know that we will pray specifically for them at a cer-
tain time each day or on a certain day of the week. Suddenly, the slogan becomes a partnership of
grace—a commitment to support them regularly in their struggle to regain their hope and balance in
€ Qife.
"God works everything out for our good."

This is an incredibly powerful promise when placed in the overall context of the message in which it
is found (Rom 8:22-29). But these words can also feel like a command to “hurry up and be happy”
when given by someone whose life is fine while the wounded person feels his or her life is in ruins.
When placed in the rich vein of God's grace and of the promise of God's never failing presence in
our lives through the Holy Spirit, this promise is powerful, transformational, and hopeful:

For we know that the whole creation groans and suffers the pains of childbirth together until now.
And not only this, but also we ourselves, having the first fruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan
within ourselves, waiting eagerly for our adoption as sons, the redemption of our body.

(continued on page 2)
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Song 23: Good Guidance and Righteous Paths
THREE RIGHTEOUS PATHS OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD...
The path of
The path of
The path of
THREE PRIMARY WAYS THE GOOD SHEPHERD LEADS US...
1. By
2. Bythe
3. By

(cont. from page 1)

For in hope we have been saved, but hope that is seen is not hope; for who hopes for what he already sees? But if
we hope for what we do not see, with perseverance we wait eagerly for it.

In the same way the Spirit also helps our weakness, for we do not know how to pray as we should, but the Spirit
Himself intercedes for us with groanings too deep for words; and He who searches the hearts knows what the mind
of the Spirit is, because He intercedes for the saints according to the will of God. And we know that God causes all
things to work together for good to those who love God, to those who are called according to His purpose. For
those whom He foreknew, He also predestined to become conformed to the image of His Son, so that He would be
the firstborn among many brethren.

Notice several powerful truths found in these few verses.

|l

We live a broken existence in a broken world that groans with pain awaiting its redemption. This will not
change until Jesus' returns. We will be ushered into a new existence where the fractures of our fallen world are
caught up in the glory of our revelation as God's perfected sons and daughters. This is the reason God saved us,
but we’ve only received the first taste of the glorious future and we wait in hope for its full dawning.

Upon our baptism, we were given the Holy Spirit. In this time of waiting, the Holy Spirit blesses us in many
ways. When we voice our deepest longings to God—some of which are too deep and mournful to even be put
into words—the Holy Spirit takes what is in the deepest recesses of our hearts and presents these longings, feel-
ings, concerns, wounds, and sighs to God. We don't have to worry about our words being appropriate or reflect-
ing all of our longings. We only need to point our hearts to God in prayer and the Holy Spirit brings these long-
ings and requests to God aligned to our Father's will. Wow! What powerful reassurance!

In the context of our broken world, our broken hearts, and the Holy Spirit's work through our prayers, we are
reassured that God is at work in our lives. The Spirit takes our brokenness along our honest prayers to the Fa-
ther, who promises to work to bring our eternal good. Our call is to love Him and to live for His purpose. As we
do this, the Spirit transforms us to be like Jesus. In the darkest times in Jesus' life, God worked eternal glory,
ultimate vindication, and brought us to himself as his redeemed children. In much the same way, God promises
to work in our lives to bring us to himself so we can share in his glory.

As wonderful and glorious as life can be, it is still part of a broken world subjected to decay and death. Yet even in
its worst moments and our most catastrophic events, God has promised to be at work in us, to be present with us, to
hear our deepest cries, and to work in the heartbreak of the moment to bring us to glory. More than a slogan, this is
a lifestyle transformed by grace and bound to the hope we have in Jesus.

—Phil Ware

REMEMBER IN PRAYER

Craig Sullivan will have an MRI on Thursday
and some other tests later in the month to help
diagnose the causes of his dizziness.

Pray for the family of Charles Parker as his
nephew passed away last week from cancer.

Cleo Rhoades continues to rest at home while
her leg heals. Then she will be seeking advice
on her neck problems.

Hazel Hall continues to heal up at home after
recent heel surgery.

SHUT-INS

Louvelle Sides, Della Geeslin, Opal Havens,

Hazel Warlick, Bertie Williams, Eva McCar-
ley, Elna Berry, Christine Denman and Daisy
Watson.

OTHERS

Oleta Willis, Cleo Rhoades, Brenda House,
Johnny Truitt, Billy Harris, Guy Leverett,
Dean Ethridge, Kirby McMahan, Raymond
Mitchell.

e That the Worl d

Our Fall Gospel Meeting begins

P next Sunday with Tom Smith of

B Parma, ID. If you have anyone you
would like for Tom and Jim to visit during the
week, please submit their name, address and
phone number to Jim.

What can you do to help the meeting be suc-
cessful?

1 Pray that seekers will attend

1 Plan to be here every service

1 Persuade a friend, neighbor or loved one to
come with you.

MONTHLY POTLUCK LUNCHEON
Next Sunday morning after services, we
will celebrate our October birthdays and
anniversaries with our monthly fellowshipy
luncheon. Please bring your favorite cov-
ered dish and enjoy the company of your
sisters and brothers.

There’s always plenty, so please make
plans to stay for lunch!

BIRTHDAYS

02  Rayette Fulk

03  Brian Whitt

03  Raymond Mitchell

04  Mike Mitchell

05  Marilyn Treadaway

06  Kennith Perry

07  Brian Walzel

10 Fred Kramer

11 Lane Schwartz

13 Shelley Horton

14 Jim Hays

16  Daniel Miller

16  Mike McMahan

18  Evelyn Dickerson
M@ ¥ Tyl Rr&H8hO

19  Anna Spruell

20  Opal Havens

22 Chelsey Knight

24 Billie Melton

25 Dakota Perry

28  Neva Mello

ANNIVERSARIES

04 Daryl & Patsy Ward

04  Paul & Anna Spruell

07  Chuck & Jean Todd

09  Travis & Amy Hall

25  Bill & Edith Gibbard




