
 

Living where You Do Not Belong 

In Jesus’ prayer to the Father, John 17, He states that His disciples are “not of this world,” just as He is 

“not of this world”. How can that be? Were we not born in this world? Of course we were. But, we have 

been called out of this world (2 Corinthians 6:17; 1 Peter 1:13-15), and we have been purchased with the 

precious blood of Jesus (Acts 20:28; 1 Peter 1:18-19). We do not belong to this world, or even to our-

selves (1 Corinthians 6:19-20). 

      If we do not belong in this world, then how do we live in this world? Missionaries, diplomats, and oth-

ers could give us some insight as to living in a culture that is not our own, but let’s learn how from One 

that knows more than all of these combined, Jesus—the Son of God, Who left heaven and dwelt as a man 

in a world in which He did not belong. How did He do it, and what did he teach that will help us do it? 

1. Remember that you do not belong here (Matthew 6:19-21;      22:17-21). Jesus knew where He 

was from and often spoke of returning.  

2. Do not fall in love with this world (Matthew 6:24; 1 John 2:15-17; 2 Peter 2:20). Jesus knew a 

better place; heaven, and He knew that He was returning there when His mission was complete.  

3. Live holy lives (Matthew 5-7; 1 Peter 1:15; Heb. 12:14). Jesus lived a perfect life, without sin, 

even in this dark world.  

4. Stay focused on why you are here (Matthew 6:33; Colossians 3:22-24). Jesus was constantly 

concerned with fulfilling the will of His Father.  

5. Stay in touch with the homeland (1 Thessalonians 5:17; Matthew 22:29; 2 Timothy 2:15). Jesus  

  THOSE TO SERVE 
August 9 

 

Sunday Morning 

ANNOUNCEMENTS   James Miller 

SONG LEADER     Mike McMahan 

OPENING PRAYER    Daryl Ward 

COMMUNION BLESSING     Jim Hays 

LORD’S TABLE      Jimmy Horton, Trey Horton 

                                  Elam Miles, Tyler Horton 

SCRIPTURE READER Colton Mitchell 

CLOSING PRAYER               Jay Blackstock 

 

Sunday Evening 

SONG LEADER   Fred Kramer 

OPENING PRAYER Chris Biehl 

CLOSING PRAYER James Spruell 

 

WEDNESDAY  August 12 

SPEAKER Michael Light 

SONG LEADER  Bo Wright 

 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

  THOSE TO SERVE 
August 16 

 

Sunday Morning 

ANNOUNCEMENTS   Elam Miles 

SONG LEADER     Chris Biehl 

OPENING PRAYER    Mike Mitchell 

COMMUNION BLESSING     Melvin West 

LORD’S TABLE        Fred Kramer, R.C. Edmondson 

                                    James Miller, Danny Schwartz 

SCRIPTURE READER Daryl Ward 

CLOSING PRAYER               Mike McMahan 

 

Sunday Evening 
SONG LEADER   Fred Kramer 

OPENING PRAYER Michael Wright 

CLOSING PRAYER Jimmy Horton 

 

WEDNESDAY  August 19 

SPEAKER Jim Hall of Gatesville 

SONG LEADER  Allen Hardgrave 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

MEN TO SERVE THE SHUT INS 

August 9 J.W. Melton 

August 16 Jimmy Horton 
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             OUR MINISTER  -  Jim Hays 
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Elam Miles              Wayne Ables       Fred Kramer          

Daryl Ward              Charles Buck       Jimmy Horton 

Mike McMahan       Charles Parker     Chris Biehl                                                              

Tom Grady              James Spruell          

SCHEDULE OF SERVICES 

Sunday:  Bible Classes   10:00 AM 

               Morning Worship  10:50 AM 

               Evening Services  6:00 PM 

Wednesday:  Mid-Week Services   7:00 PM 

Singing Night 1st Wednesday of each month 

Calendar of Events 

Every Sunday Morning our radio ministry on 

Newstalk 96.9FM 

Elders, Deacons, Menôs Meeting  this eve-

ning after services. 

Nursing Home ministries every Wednesday: 

    Hillview Manor Nursing Center at 10AM 

    Goldthwaite Senior Health at 2:PM 

Ladies Night Out will be the 20th at 6:30 at 

Keryn McMahan’s house.  Come prepared to 

go swimming. 

 

——————————————————— 

 

OUR DEEPEST SYMPATHY  is extended to 

the family of Jerry Perry a sister to Willie Cur-

tis.  Jerry passed on Saturday August 1 and her 

funeral was Tuesday the 4th. 

 

______________________________________ 

 

THANK YOU for all your prayers and con-

cerns shown for J.W. Allen following his acci-

dent. 

                                               The Allen family 

______________________________________ 
 

 If you have any information that needs to be 

put in the bulletin, please contact Ruth Spruell 

               Home phone: 325-938-5278 

Cell phone:    214-534-8107 

or 

E-mail: jrspru@centex.net 

Mend the quarrels  

Forget the grudges  

Forgive ð itôs Godly 



THOSE TO REMEMBER 

IN PRAYER 
 

Nathan Phillips (Amy Hall’s infant nephew) is 

doing much better.  You can check the family 

blog at http://

www.kyleandstephaniephillips.blogspot.com 
 

W.D. Henry is home and doing well after hip 

replacement surgery. 
 

Billy Mac Newton is at home following hip 

replacement.  He is dong good.  
 

Hazel Hall is much better.  She will be coming 

home when she finishes her antibiotics in a cou-

ple of weeks. Then on the 28th she will have 

surgery on her ankle. 

 

Melissa Jackson is to have surgery August 11 

to remove a breast tumor that is possibly early 

stage cancer. 
 

Raymond Mitchell is at home following sur-

gery to remove a tumor on his bladder.  He is 

doing good.  
 

Craig Sullivan had tests recently that showed 

some arterial blockage.  They are treating it with 

medication at this time.  
 

Hank Reid is to have surgery on his back on the 

14th. 
 

J .W. Allen had a gater accident and had to have 

500 stitches on his face. He is doing fine and is 

at home. 
 

OUR SHUT-INS 
 

Louvell Sides, Willie Curtis,  Della Geeslin, 

Opal Havens,   Hazel Warlick,  Bertie Williams, 

Eva McCarley,  Elna Berry, Christine Denman, 

Evelyn Dickerson, Daisy Watson. 
 

OTHERS 

Oleta Willis, Cleo Rhodes, Brenda House, 

Louise King, Johnny Truitt, Billy Harris, Tho-

mas Hall, Guy Leverett, Dean Ethridge Kirby 

McMahan, Jennifer Thompson 

UPCOMMING SPRING LECTURESHIP 

 

“Spiritual Maturity: Great lessons from the Epistle of James” 

April 6-9 

Speakers will be Lon Jones of Waco, Bo Shero of Brownwood, Terry Jackson of Rising 

Star,  Gary Montgomery of Abilene and Michael Light of Bangs. 

 

It is not too early to pray for this effort and think of those we can invite.  

 

MOTHERHOOD 

 

 

To give a little blue-eyed girl 

A doll or party dress; 

Stayed home around the evening lamp 

While others laughed and played; 

Shut away the merry scene, 

And smiled and talked and prayed. 

And yet she wants no sympathy, 

For well she always knows 

There’s something more to motherhood, 

Than wearing worn-out clothes. 

The gleam of costly jewels 

And the luster of soft furs 

Can’t sparkle like the faces of 

The children who are hers. 

 
Helen Welshimer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

15 Minutes of Fame: Deborah, Barak and Jael 

 

 

What is __________ calling ____________ to do today? 

 

Judges 4:4-9 (KJV) 

 4And Deborah, a prophetess, the wife of Lapidoth, she judged Israel at that time. 

 5And she dwelt under the palm tree of Deborah between Ramah and Bethel in mount 

Ephraim: and the children of Israel came up to her for judgment. 

 6And she sent and called Barak the son of Abinoam out of Kedeshnaphtali, and said unto 

him, Hath not the LORD God of Israel commanded, saying, Go and draw toward mount 

Tabor, and take with thee ten thousand men of the children of Naphtali and of the children 

of Zebulun? 

 7And I will draw unto thee to the river Kishon Sisera, the captain of Jabin's army, with his 

chariots and his multitude; and I will deliver him into thine hand. 

 8And Barak said unto her, If thou wilt go with me, then I will go: but if thou wilt not go 

with me, then I will not go. 

 9And she said, I will surely go with thee: notwithstanding the journey that thou takest 

shall not be for thine honour; for the LORD shall sell Sisera into the hand of a woman. 

And Deborah arose, and went with Barak to Kedesh. 

God has a history of taking everyday _______________ people and  

everyday ________________ things é and using them to accomplish  

____________________________ deeds. 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

¶ Elders and deacons meeting tonight after evening services.  All men of the church are invited to attend.  

¶ Summer Speaker Series continues this Wednesday evening with Michael Light from Bangs.  Bring a 

friend!  

¶ Next Sunday night (8/16) after services, "Pie 'N' Praise" at the parsonage next door.  Bring a friend!  

¶ "21 Days With the Word"... You should be on John 5 today as we read a chapter a day of the 4th gos-

pel.  If you haven't been doing it, today's a good day to catch up and continue on through August 

25th.  God's text message is waiting to be read.  

¶ Tom Smith of Parma, ID will be our speaker for the fall meeting in October.  Pray for a successful 

meeting. 

(continued from front) 

5. frequently separated Himself from the mob and 

His disciples, to pray. Know the Scriptures 

thoroughly! He also taught others to pray and 

the importance of knowing the Scriptures.  

6. Look expectantly to going home (John 14:3; 

Luke 12:36-37; 1 Corinthians 11:23-26). 

Jesus spoke about returning to the Father and 

taking His disciples with Him.  

If we will observe and practice the way Jesus lived and 

what He taught, then we too can live as we should in 

this world to which we do not belong. 

John Curtis 

Dripping Spring church of Christ 

________________________________________ 

A-W-o-l 

You know the meaning of AWOL, especially if 

you served in the military.  To be AWOL re-

ceives the harshest of penalties from superiors 

who know how to dish out punitive measures.  

The nation’s security depends on men and 

women who answer the call to duty even when it 

is inconvenient, or when the serviceman/woman 

is tired, or even on a holiday. 

Far too many Christians are also AWOL.  They 

are away from their duties and from the worship 

of their Lord “without leave” (without permis-

sion).  Does God deserve less commitment to 

duty than does our military?  Is the President of 

the United States worthy of more service than 

the Commander-in-Chief of the Universe?  Is the 

nation’s security of greater value than your 

soul’s eternal security?  Think on this! 

BULLETIN DIGEST                               Darwin Hunter 

                         Sunset church of Christ, Shreveport, LA 


