
 

                              Blessed Assurance  

When you buy a new automobile you usually get a warranty that provides assurance as to 

the quality of the merchandise. 

  What kind of assurance do Christians have? The apostle Paul, whose life was and is an 

example to all Christians, was inspired to write the following:  

“…the time of my departure is at hand. I have fought a good fight, I have finished my 

course, I have kept the faith: Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, 

which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me πat that day: and not to me only, but 

unto all them also that love hisappearing,” 2 Timothy4:6-8. 

Would it not be wonderful to face the judgment with that kind of assurance – given by 

the Lord Himself? Yes, we all may want that, but not all will have it. 

Why? Because Paul‟s promise came out of his faithful Christian life. If you read that pas-

sage clearly, those words were inspired and given to Paul. He could truthfully say:  

“I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith…” 

Can a Christian have the kind of assurance Paul had? Yes, but only if we have fought the 

fight, finished our course and kept the faith – like Paul. That automobile warranty had 

conditions that had to be met, like maintenance and proper care. And our souls require 

“maintenance” and proper care. 

  THOSE TO SERVE 
August 23 

 

Sunday Morning 

ANNOUNCEMENTS   Fred Kramer 

SONG LEADER     Mike McMahan 

OPENING PRAYER    Melvin West 

COMMUNION BLESSING     Elam Miles 

LORD‟S TABLE        Chris Biehl, Danny Schwartz 

                                    Charlie Leverett, Mike Mitchell 

SCRIPTURE READER Trey Horton 

CLOSING PRAYER               W.D. Henry 

 

Sunday Evening  - Prayer Service 

SONG LEADER   Bo Wright 

PRAYERS LED BY:   Mike McMahan, Elam Miles  

                                      Tom Grady, Daryl Ward 

 

WEDNESDAY  August 26 

SPEAKER Perry Sims of Early 

SONG LEADER  Fred Kramer 

 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

  THOSE TO SERVE 
August 30 

 

Sunday Morning 

ANNOUNCEMENTS   R.C. Edmondson 

SONG LEADER     Chris Biehl 

OPENING PRAYER    Elam Miles 

COMMUNION BLESSING     Mike McMahan 

LORD‟S TABLE        Daryl Ward, Colton Mitchell 

                                    Rodney Duus, Scott Perry 

SCRIPTURE READER James Miller 

CLOSING PRAYER               Billy Mac Newton 

 

Sunday Evening   
SONG LEADER   Mike McMahan 

OPENING PRAYER Fred Kramer 

CLOSING PRAYER                 Bo Wright                      

 

WEDNESDAY  September 2 

SPEAKER Fred Kramer 

SONG LEADER  Bo Wright 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

MEN TO SERVE THE SHUT INS 

August 23 Elam Miles 

August 30 Charles Buck 

August 23, 2009 

CHURCH OF CHRIST 
1310 Reynolds Street  

POB 443 

Goldthwaite, Texas  76844  

(325)648-2443                                                               

www.goldcoc.org 
 

             OUR MINISTER  -  Jim Hays 

OUR ELDERS        OUR DEACONS                                         

Elam Miles              Wayne Ables       Fred Kramer          

Daryl Ward              Charles Buck       Jimmy Horton 

Mike McMahan       Charles Parker     Chris Biehl                                                              

Tom Grady              James Spruell          

SCHEDULE OF SERVICES 

Sunday:  Bible Classes   10:00 AM 

               Morning Worship  10:50 AM 

               Evening Services  6:00 PM 

Wednesday:  Mid-Week Services   7:00 PM 

Singing Night 1st Wednesday of each month 

Calendar of Events 

Every Sunday Morning our radio ministry on 

Newstalk 96.9FM 

 

Youth Devotional tonight at the Kramers 

 

Nursing Home ministries every Wednesday: 

    Hillview Manor Nursing Center at 10AM 

    Goldthwaite Senior Health at 2:PM 

 

 If you have any information that needs to be 

put in the bulletin, please contact Ruth Spruell 

               Home phone: 325-938-5278 

Cell phone:    214-534-8107 

or 

E-mail: jrspru@centex.net 

Without GOD, our 

week would be:  

Sinday, Mournday, 

Tearsday, Wasteday, 

Thirstday, Fightday 

& Shatterday.    
 

Remember seven 

days WITHOUT 

GOD makes  one 

WEAK!!  



THOSE TO REMEMBER  

IN PRAYER  
 

Nathan Phillips (Amy Hall‟s infant nephew) is 

at home now.  You can check the family blog at 

http://

www.kyleandstephaniephillips.blogspot.com 

 

Hazel Hall is at home.  On the 28th she will 

have surgery on her heel tendon. 

 

Melissa Jackson will not need any further treat-

ment following her lumpectomy. 

 

Raymond Mitchell is at home and is doing bet-

ter. 
 

 

Hank Reid surgery is scheduled for Friday 

morning. 
 

Cleo Rhoades fell and cracked some ribs, she is 

at home but is in quiet a bit of pain. 

 

Willie Curtis has been in the Brownwood Hos-

pital.  

 

Thomas Hall has stage 4 liver cancer. He really 

needs our prayers and encouragement. His ad-

dress is 1217 Parker St.  

 
 

OUR SHUT-INS 
 

Louvell Sides, Willie Curtis,  Della Geeslin, 

Opal Havens,   Hazel Warlick,  Bertie Williams, 

Eva McCarley,  Elna Berry, Christine Denman, 

Evelyn Dickerson, Daisy Watson. 

 

OTHERS 

 

Oleta Willis, Cleo Rhodes, Brenda House, 

Louise King, Johnny Truitt, Billy Harris, Tho-

mas Hall, Guy Leverett, Dean Ethridge Kirby 

McMahan, Jennifer Thompson, Craig Sullivan 

 

UPCOMMING SPRING LECTURESHIP  

 

“Spiritual Maturity: Great lessons from the Epistle of James” 

April 6-9 

Speakers will be Lon Jones of Waco, Bo Shero of Brownwood, Terry Jackson of Rising 

Star,  Gary Montgomery of Abilene and Michael Light of Bangs. 

 

It is not too early to pray for this effort and think of those we can invite.  

 

MOTHERHOOD 

 

 

To give a little blue-eyed girl 

A doll or party dress; 

Stayed home around the evening lamp 

While others laughed and played; 

Shut away the merry scene, 

And smiled and talked and prayed. 

And yet she wants no sympathy, 

For well she always knows 

There‟s something more to motherhood, 

Than wearing worn-out clothes. 

The gleam of costly jewels 

And the luster of soft furs 

Can‟t sparkle like the faces of 

The children who are hers. 

 
Helen Welshimer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Some Have False Confidence 

King Saul was given a specific task in 1 Samuel 15. On his return he told Samuel, “I have 

obeyed the voice of the Lord.” But he had not. Did he think he would receive God‟s blessing 

even though he refused to do what God told him to do? His “assurance” was not justified. We 

too can have a confidence that is not justified. 

What Assurance DO We Have?  

First, we know God is not our adversary but is „on our side‟, 2 Peter 3:9, 1 Timothy 2:4-5. 

Satan is the enemy, and one of his best weapons is often the over-confidence of Christians. 

In 1 Corinthian 10:12-13 we read that God has promised a “way to escape” the temptations 

that will always be there. Satan‟s power to tempt us to “fall” is therefore limited, and we must 

resist it in order to “escape.” 

God‟s power will always be stronger than Satan‟s, 1 John 4:4. Knowing that strengthened 

Paul‟s resolve and helped him to “finish” his course, and “keep" the faith. Times can come 

when our desires, our own weaknesses give way to Satan‟s temptations, and instead of resist-

ing Satan (James 4:7), we give up and give in. God‟s power has not weakened, but our will, 

our own decisions take us where we should not go. Remember, we can take that “way to es-

cape” that God provides every time, but that is a decision we must make. 

What Assurance Do We NOT Have? 

Christians in the 1st century had assurance, but they were warned they could “fall,” 1 Corin-

thians 10:12-13. Paul also said he had to control his passions lest he be a “castaway,” 1 Co-

rinthians 9:27 (“rejected from present testimony, loss of future reward”, W. E. Vine‟s Ex-

pository/New Testament Words).  

How can someone say “I know I am going to heaven” when they cannot be certain how they 

will respond to temptation in the remaining years of their life. Many Christians have thought 

they could, but some of them were wrong, for some “fell.” 

Assurance Comes With Conditions!  

As it is with that automobile warranty, there are conditions that must be met. Oil change on 

schedule, lubrication, timely maintenance, and inspections. When those conditions are met, 

our warranty is validated. 

Some want a guarantee that heaven is their destiny even though they reject the love of God by 

their lives of rebellion. Paul‟s assurance in 2 Timothy 4:6-8 came after years of trials and 

(continued) 

heartache (see 2 Corinthians 11). He had to control his 

own passions, take that “way to escape” himself. We 

have no unconditional guarantee, nor did Paul. The 

apostle John, in his first epistle, used the word “if” 

twenty-one times in just five chapters, including: 

¶ “If we walk in the light…” 1:7  

¶ “If we confess our sins…” 1:9  

¶ “…ifwekeep/commandments.” 2:3  

¶ “If any man love the world…” 2:15  

¶ “If we love one another…” 4:12  

The responsibility is ours, and His promises are for 

those who are faithful to Him. We would be shocked to 

discover that God did not keep His word; did not re-

quire that we follow and obey His word. Those condi-

tions are motivated by His love, and we have the prom-

ise of eternal life with Him and the saints of all ages. 

Who, in their right mind, thinking clearly and with ma-

turity, would prefer today‟s temporal pleasures to those 

eternal joys that await God‟s people? 

¶ Perfection? Of course not!  

¶  Faithful service? Of course!  

¶  Earn your salvation? Of course not!  

  Let us thank God for His assurance, and pray that our 

lives will show our gratitude,.  

Carl Garner 

SYMPATHY 
 

Our Deepest Sympathy is extended to Jim and 

Deborah upon the passing of Jim‟s  daughter Am-

ber Lauren (Hays) Vandrey on August 16th in El 

Paso, Texas.  Amber‟s funeral was conducted Sat-

urday morning at Westside Church of Christ in El 

Paso.  A private graveside will take place in Tru-

man, MN at a later date. 


